
Dear Eighth Grade Students and Parents, 

Welcome to Eighth Grade English! This summer you will be required to read one book to fulfill 

your summer reading requirement. All books must be read by Thursday, August 15th.  

  

1. Purchase and read the following book for your required English selection: 

*Students must have a physical copy of the paperback in order to provide page Numbers 

for required citations. 

 

2. Read one student-selected, parent-approved book. 

  

3. Complete the attached assignment for the required English book. 

 

4. Turn in the completed 2019 Summer Reading completed assignment on Thursday, August 15, 

2019. There will be a reduction in the grade for each day the assignment is late. 

 

If you have questions, you may contact Windy Butler – butlerw@fcsboe.org or Lisa Binash –  

binashl@fcsboe.org 

 

Have a safe and happy summer, and enjoy your summer reading! 

 

Sincerely, 

8th Grade Language Arts teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8th  Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

For this assignment, you will be creating a collage on an 11 x 14 poster board. 

One important skill in reading is the ability to look back on a piece and decide what overall theme or 

message can be found in it. Keep in mind that a theme does not summarize a story, but it helps answer 

the question, “What does the author want me to learn from this story?” 

 

Your theme statement (1-2 sentences) should relate to one of the following 

topics: 

forgiveness  redemption   perseverance    lasting effects of war 

family   inspiration/support   selflessness    determination 

 

 

Choose a topic from the list in the box below. 

As you read one of the books from the list write down highlight the quotes that pertain to the 

topic you have chosen.  

  

Considering the quotes you have highlighted or written down, decide on the theme you think the 

author is communicating and write the theme as a one or two sentence theme statement on the 

back of your poster board. 

 

Select three of your highlighted quotes and incorporate them in a collage that illustrates how the 

theme is addressed in the novel and in society today. Be sure to put quotation marks around each 

quote and include the page number where you found each quote. 

 

You may draw and handwrite your words and images, or you may find the images in printed 

material such as magazines, newspapers, etc. You may also combine techniques (hand drawings 

and print images) and may use a variety of materials. Be creative in your thinking and in the 

construction of your collage. 

 

 

 

Your theme statement (1-2 sentences) should relate to one of the following topics: 

Forgiveness  redemption  perseverance   lasting effects of war 

Family  inspiration/support  selflessness    determination 



 

Collage checklist: 

• Size of poster should be 11 x 14. 

• Include your name and theme statement on the back of the poster. 

• Be sure to spell and punctuate correctly. 

• Neatness counts! Make sure your collage is visually attractive and clearly communicates your message 

about the theme statement you wrote. All items must be firmly affixed to the poster board using glue 

(no tape or staples). 

• Be prepared to explain why you chose the quotes, images, and words on your collage and how each 

item relates to your theme statement. 

This assignment will count as one of the books towards your reading goal, as well as extra credit for the 

nine weeks. 

• Following directions 

• Neatness 

• 3 quotes relate to your theme statement 

• Images support the theme statement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHOICES FOR SUMMER READING  

 

Strong Inside (Young Readers Edition): The True Story of How Perry Wallace Broke College 

Basketball's Color Line by  Andrew Maraniss  

 

The inspirational true story of the first African American to play college basketball in the deeply 

segregated Southeastern Conference--a powerful moment in Black history. 

Perry Wallace was born at an historic crossroads in U.S. history. He entered kindergarten the year that the 

Brown v. Board of Education decision led to integrated schools, allowing blacks and whites to learn side 

by side. A week after Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech, Wallace enrolled in high school 

and his sensational jumping, dunking, and rebounding abilities quickly earned him the attention of college 

basketball recruiters from top schools across the nation. In his senior year his Pearl High School 

basketball team won Tennessee's first racially-integrated state tournament. This insightful biography digs 

deep beneath the surface to reveal a complicated, profound, and inspiring story of an athlete turned civil 

rights trailblazer. 

 

Brown Girl Dreaming by  Jacqueline Woodson  
 Jacqueline Woodson, one of today's finest writers, tells the moving story of her childhood in 
mesmerizing verse. 
 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid 
poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living 
with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching 
and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a 
child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy 
of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a 
child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted 
writer she was to become. 

 

GHOST  by  Jason Reynolds  

Eighth grader Castle “Ghost” Cranshaw, the title character of Jason Reynolds’ new middle grade 

novel GHOST, is fast. As an African-American teenager growing up in the projects with a single 

mother who works around the clock, his ability to run has come in handy in getting him out of some 

bad situations --- especially the time he had to run for his life when his father tried to shoot him and 

his mother in a drunken rage. He never thought his natural speed would be of any other use to him 

until he saw a track and field team practicing on a local track and couldn’t help but think he could 

outrun everybody he saw out there. Ghost crashes their practice and proves he can run neck and 

neck with their fastest guys, and their coach does everything he can to recruit Ghost to the team. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8082793.Andrew_Maraniss
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/74640.Jacqueline_Woodson


 

Title: Unbroken (Young adult adaptation) : an Olympian's journey from airman to castaway to 

captive 

Author: Hillenbrand, Laura. 

Summary: "On a May afternoon in 1943, an American military plane crashed into the Pacific Ocean 

and disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the 

ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane's bombardier, who was 

struggling to a life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary sagas of 

the Second World War. The lieutenant's name was Louis Zamperini."--Book jacket. 

 

I Am Malala: The Story of the Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban 

by Malala Yousafzai 

 I come from a country that was created at midnight. When I almost died it was just after midday. 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai 

refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education.  I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of 

a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a 

school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave 

parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


